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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


First I want to thank the Commanderies in this Grand Jurisdiction for the 
many beautiful Christmas cards and Christmas greetings sent to me during the holiday 
Season, Also to express to the officers and members of St, John's Commandery #1, 
Providence, R.I. my appreciation for the beautiful plant they sent to my home on 
Christmas Day. It was most gratifying to me to see that so many of our Commanderies 
held Christmas observances, Our records show that according to notices received in 
Grand Commandery office, 45 Commanderies held Christmas observances this year. 

NOTE: If you have not reported your Christmas offering and Good Cheer Fund, will 
you please do so at once, to enable us to complete our report? 


The Illustrious Order of the Red Cross will be presented by Gethsemane Com- 
mandery #35, and the Order of Malta by Pilgrim Commandery #9, at a joint meeting at 
the Masonic Temple, Newtonville, Massachusetts, on March 27, 1956, Both Orders will 
be presented in FULL AND DRAMATIC FORM. 


Tuesday, June 5, 1956 = Annual Templar Night at the Pops Concert in Boston-~ 
further details. later. 


On January 31st we completed five months = or one-half of our membership 
statistical year, From our Commandery notices we pick off the number of new Peti- 
tions each month, plus Dispensations, Affiliations and Reinstatements, and send out 
reports to every Commandery showing the relationship of Petitions to the Petition 
Quota, Our quota this year is 1000 Petitions. To date we have received but 370 
Petitions, We are 130 short at the half-way mark, Let us again press forward with 
renewed vigor for "a revitalized and greater Templary." 


The Order of Knights Templar stands for the highest ideals of Citizenship, 
tolerance and benevolence = of Duty to God and Country. Christian Knighthood is 
Masonic Brotherhood united and militant for a Holy ideal - the ideal of advancing 
the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. In Templary the Cross of Jesus and the American Flag 
go marching forward side by side for the advancement of Templar Masonrye 


To the officers of our Constituent Commanderies I pledge to you every ounce 
of support I can give you, At your installation you made a solemn vow, among other 
things, to perform all the duties pertaining to the office to which you were elected, 
The fulfillment of that portion of your obligation can mean so much to your Command- 
ery and to yourselves personally. Not only will you enjoy the satisfactionof a job 
well done, but it will also enhance the value of your membership in the Order, For 
by working and learning more about the Order it becomes so much more valuable to you. 
Let us make the motto of our Order "In Hoc Signo Vinces" our by-word for 1956. 


Courteously yours, 


MORTIMER We SCHROEDER 
Grand Commander 
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February is the birthday of two of our 
great Presidents: 

George Washington was the only President |; 
ever to serve in that capacity and be Wor~! 
shipful Master at one and the same times , 
He was initiated in Fredericksburg, Lodge 
#4, Fredericksburg, Va, November 4, 17523 
passed March 3, 1753; raised Aug, 16, 1753 


November 19, 1863: "We here highly resolve 
that these dead shall not have died in 
vain; that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of freedom and that gov= 
ernment of thé people, by the people,for 


the people, shall not perish from the 
earth," 


\ 
| 
{ 
Excerpt from Lincoln's Gettysburg Adéress| 
| 


Washington and Lincoln, let us not forget 
that true Knighthood, too, leaves its ime 


| 
As we this month recall the greatness of | 
press upon mankind, | 


POWERFUL MODERN CARILLON PLACED IN 
GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL AT ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA | 


A tae electronic carillon, valued i 
at $25,000 was placed in operation Septem- | 
ber 15 in the George Washington Masonic : 
Memorial, Alexandria, Vae, following of= | 
ficial acceptance by the Executive Commits 
tee of the memorials The new carillon was ' 
presented as a gift in memory of George 
Washington the Mason, by an Oklahoman, the 
widow of a 33° Mason. 

The modern bell instrument, called a 
Celesta-Chime, produces bell music free of 
the harmonic distortion associated with 
old-style carillons, Its music will be 
heard throughout the Alexandria area from 
the 344-foot high granite tower of the meq | 
morial, The passing of the quarter-hours 
and hours will be marked automatically i 
throughout the day by the Westminster peal, 
and regular programs of musical seiections , 
will include hymns of the church, patriot-! 
ic music, American folksongs and eral 


al music of Christmas and Easter, The mu= 
Sical selections will be played on some oc+ 
casions by specially trained carillonneurs | 
and at other times from automatic equipment 
installed with the carillon, | 
The carillon will be formally dedicated 
February 22, 1956, at ceremonies to be | 
held in conjunction with the annual con-= 


ference. Carillonneur June Albright of \ 


Chicago will play a special dedicatory 
recital of music contemporary with Wesh= 
ington's time along with patriotic hymns 
and airse 
Courtesy of Grand Lodge Bulletin, 
GRAND LODGE OF IOWA 


A MESSAGE FROM THE PATRIOTIC 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 


Grand Encampment General Order Noo 6, 


| dated September 4, 1951, recommends and 


orders the appointment of Patriotic Ac- 


_ tivities Committees. 


"For years many Knights Templar have 
felt that the influence and power of our 
great Fraternity should be exerted to a 
greater degree outside the Asylum as well 
as within their walls; that Templary has 
a mission far beyond the mere creation of 
Sir Knights and their own personal con- 


| secration to the ideals of our Order; 


that we, as members of the militant and 


' military body of Christian Masonry ought 
! to be more active in the affairs of our 
, several communities and of the nation at 


large, not only asindividuals, but as an 
organization." 
In order to implement this Order, it 


| will be necessary for each Eminent Com- 


mander to give immediate consideration to 
the appointment of a Patriotic Activities 
Committee in his Commandery. This Commit- 
tee should consist of three or more Sir 
Knights chosen with great care. Its mem- 
bers should be men who are active and en- 
ergetic. Preferably they Should also be 
civic, church and fraternal leaders, men 
of prominence and standing in the local- 
itye 
When you make your appointments, kindly 
advise me of the names, indicating specif= 
ically the Chairman, together with his ad- 
dress, After the Committees are all se- 
lected, I hope to be able to contact the 
Chairmen with the hope that any comments 
or suggestions may be passed along and 
the work of the various committees be ef- 
fectively coordinateds 
THOMAS.A. BOOTH, Chairman 
Patriotic Activities Committee 
FINAL 


The following Commanders have not sent 
in their reports: 

#2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 16, 17, 23, 24, 25, 
31, 32, 34, 36, 40, 41, 44, 47, 48, 50. 


"A REVITALIZED AND GREATER TEMPLARY" 


On January 25, De Molay Commandery #7, 
Boston honored Em. Sir Clarence R. Davis, 
Past Commander of De Molay Commandery #7. 
Em. Sir Davis has been the Director and 
Em. Prior of the (Full Form) Order of 
Malta Team since this team was established 
during the year 1947, when Sir Knight 
Alton L. Miller was Em. Commander of 
De Molay Commandery #7. Em. Sir Davis is 
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lA Lodge in Raleigh, N.C. was in sessicn 
‘when the news came of the assassination 
jof President Lincoln. The Brethren left 
the hall without a formal closing of the 
Lodge, which technically remained opened 
until 50 years later (1863~1915), the Mas- 
|ter who presided when they rushed from 
ithe building again handled the gavel and 
‘brought the long communication to a close» 


Grand Sentinel of the Grand Commandery K.T.' 


of Mass. and RoI. and Chairman of the 
Knights Templar Educational Foundation of 
this Division, 

The Conclave and testimonial dinner was 


attended by Sir Knight Mortimer W.Schroeder 


Rt. Em. Grand Commander, with a delegation 
of Grand Commandery officers and four Past 
Grand Commanders of this Grand Commandery. 
Em. Sir Robert E. Powell, Past Grand Ward- 
er, presented Em, Sir Davis with a bound 
volume of letters and a bond from the Sir 
Knights of De Molay Commandery Malta Teame 
Em. Sir John L. Churchill, Commander, pre= 
sented him with a wrist watch on behalf of 
the officers and Sir Knights of De Molay 
Commandery #7. 

Rt. Em. Sir Mortimer W. Schroeder ,Grand 
Commander, presented him with the Order of 
Merit badge which was established 22 years 
ago by Rt. En. Sir William S, Hamilton: 
"to be presented to members of our own Jur 
isdiction, by the Right Eminent Grand Com- 
mander, for the time being, in recognition 
of extremely distinguished service to this 
Order." En. Sir Davis is the twenty-sec- 
ond Sir Knight to receive this Order of 
Merite 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


Bethlehem Commandery #43 K.T. Gloucester, 

Massachusetts, has been granted a dispen= 

sation to hold their Annual Inspection at 

S$ iran Hall, Broadway, Rockport, Mass,,on 
April 9, 1956, This is due to an emergen- 
CYo 


EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 


The twenty-sixth Annual Arlington Easter 
Sunrise Memorial Service, under the aus= 
pices of the Grand Encampment, will be 
held in the Amphitheatre of the Arlington 
National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia,on 
Easter Sunday morning, April 1st, 1856e 
The address on this occasion will be de= 
livered by Reverend Thomas 8, Roy, Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts. 


FLOATING TEMPLE 
1 
HIhen the SS ARGENTINA of the Moore-McCor- 
mack Lines is far out at sea, the magic 

jof Masonry takes over the helm oo. aS soon 
jas darkness falls lights blink ad ship's 
‘bells and whistle sound so many times oo» 
in welleguarded rooms officers and pas- 
sengers hold Masonic services with Lodges 
from many countries represented o.. the 
many colored ship employees hold their 

own Prince Hall meetings in their quar- 
‘terS eo. So highly "Masonic" is the good 
jship that it has become known as the 
j"Floating Temple," Square Club 1067 meets 
on the vessel, 


PETITIONS 


! A look at the statistics page of this is- 
‘sue of THE TEMPLAR discloses that we have 
150 petitions less than our cumulative ob- 
jgective through January 1956. Our Grand 
Conmandery goal of 1000 petitions for 
‘this year is not unreasonable = in fact, 
‘we should do better than that. The quotas 
of the respective commanderies are fair 
‘and are based on membership. They can be 
‘attained with some planned effort. The 
‘Templar year is half over = but the best 
|months for petitions are ahead. It is 
|stili possible for each comiandery to 
make its quota. 

The Listrict Service Representatives 
|have been asked to try to assist command~ 
leries in their respective districts that 
appear to be having petition difficulties, 
| Thoy will ask to meet with the members of 
| the Councii and the Membership Committee 
to discuss problems and try to find solu- 
| tions, They have many tested ideas to 
pess along that should be helpful, and 

will be glad to arrange a meeting at a 
| mutually convenient times 

Get 4o know your District Service Repre- 
sentative. He wants to help yous 


J. Leroy Jones, Chairman 
Service Comittee 


Fe Tor. 


COMMA NDERY UOTA 4 MOS. JAN. TOT. MONTHLY OBJECTIVES 
wie * NECESSARY TO REA 


A, 
St, Jonns 7 19 4 23 Sa ACT. 
Boston 7 Pa?) ai Sept. “60 We 
Newburyport 1 lo +] 13, Oct. 75 (ll 
Washington 8 2 (9) 2 Nov. 105 84 
Worcester County 49 4 Fl 7 Dec, 8 ko 
Springfield 36 1 5 aNo 95 29 
De Molay 51 ak 10 3 Feb. 75 
Holy Sepulchre 27 (9) 0 0 Mar 105 
Pilgrim 21 6 {o) 6 Apr. 130 
Palestine 1s G 9 4 May 165 
Milford: 12 2 © 2 June. 105 
St. Bernard 6 2 1 3 
Calvary 46 11 2 13 CCUMULATIVE 
Haverhill 26 2 9 nh le ACT . 
Old Colony 13, 72 6 2 Sept. “66 ~~ 50 
Sutton 33 6 3 9 Oct. 133 167 
Bathany 10 0 7 7 Nov. 251 
Winslow Lewis 13 i 0 i Dee. 325 291 
Jerusalem 19 is (a) 4 Jano 420 376 
Hugh de Payens 8 i 9 Feb, 4.95 
St. Omer cou ( Maro 600 
Berkshire 15 3 (9) 3 Apr. £30 
Conn. Valley 12 2 0 2 May 95 
Vioonsocket le 2) te) is) June 1000 
God, de Bouillen {3 8 (e) 8 7 
Joseph Warren l2 5 1 6 COMPARISONS 
Narragansett 13 3 1 4 1933 
Bristol 17 3 1. Sept. 3 
Northampton 8 2 age 4) Oct. 167 98 139 139 
South Shere 10 by Oy s Nove 252 179 192 186 
‘Trinity 13° «OO 2 2° Dec, 291 896262 2 a7 
Natick es Pa 5 3) 6 Jano 370 © 328 33 34 
Coeur de Lion 22 12 0 12 Feb, 25 29) (3 
Gethsemane 31 i9 1 2c Mar. 516534 534 
Olivet 29 5 4 9 Apr. 610 625 631 
Athol 8 2 c¢) 2 May 10 727 712 
Bay State 27 8 3. n e 26 800 797 
Cyprus 3 8 2 10 REERARKEEERREKERREERARERARR SAAR RD STE 
St. Paul 7) © 9 Sir Knights: 
Beauseant 21 12 0 12 Two more Commanderies have 
Cambridge 1 & o 6} attained their 1955-56 petition quotas 
Bethlehem LO 5 3 8 Congratulations to Em. Commanders 
Orange 5 9 8 s) Chester L. Crawford of Cyprus 
Ivannee 1? a © . 2 Commandery and Joseph I. Gasill. Jr. 
Quincy 2 6 67 Oy oe Of Northampton Commandery! WITH A 
Temple 135 we i F} LITPLE EXTRA EFFORT ALL COMMANDERIES. 
St. Andrew Bie 16 2 STILL CAN DO SO. As a Commander, you 
Reading 1g 3 2 5 are making your Commandery's "history 
T. Smith Webp 12 6 Lie if Make "your year" one of which you 
Sir Galahad ene '- Seen Sania a 2) may well be proud when you look baci 


ag a Past Commander 
Total 1000 «29,0 «7G 4370 J, Leroy Jones, Chair. 


Service Committee 


